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WHAT IS INDYMEDIA? 

With autonomous chapters in more 
than 100 cities throughout the world, 
the Independent Media Center is an 
international network of volunteer 
media activists. 

The IMC seeks to create a new 
media ethic by providing progressive, 
in-depth and accurate coverage of 
issues. We are a communitybased 
organization using media to facilitate 
political and cultural self-represen¬ 
tation. We seek to analyze issues 
affecting individuals, communities 
and ecosystems by providing media 
tools and space to those seeking to 
communicate. We espouse open dia¬ 
logue and placing the means of com¬ 
munication and creativity back in the 
hands of the people, away from the 
drive of profit. 

The Indypendent is funded by bene¬ 
fits, subscriptions, donations, grants 
and ads from organizations and indi¬ 
viduals with similar missions. 

WHAT CAN I DO TO GET INVOLVED? 

The IMC has an open door. You 
can write for The Indypendent, film 
events and rallies, self-publish arti¬ 
cles to the web, take photos or 
just help us run the office. As an 
organization relying on volunteer 
support, we encourage all forms 
of participation. 

The print team reserves the right to 
edit articles for length, content and 
clarity. We welcome your participation 
in the entire editorial process. 
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Chris Anderson, Silvia Arana, Bennett 
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Gochfeld, Maggie Gram, A.K. Gupta, Ruth 
Kelton, Amelia H. Krales, Ida Lake, Renee 
Leonowicz, Adam Louie, F. Timothy 
Martin, Edgar Mata, Nik Moore, Lauren 
Ng, Lydia Neri, Sandra Newman, Ana 
Nogueira, Donald Paneth, James Powell, 
Shawn Redden, Frank Reynoso, Ann 
Schneider, Sheba Sethi, Andy Smenos, 

Tim Sparkman, Catriona Stuart, Sarah 
Stuteville, Maggie Suisman, John Tarleton, 
Liz Tillotson, Leanne Tory-M urphy, Rhianna 
Tyson, Michael Ulrich, Matthew Wasserman, 
Steven Wishnia, Amy Wolf 
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Are They &@ %#ing Serious? 



TOM COBURN (R-OK) 

school-boy fantasies clash hard with reality 

Coburn alleges that a campaign worker from Coalgate, OK told him 
that "lesbianism is so rampant in some of the schools in southeast 
Oklahoma that they’ll only let one girl go to the bathroom. Now think 
about it. Think about that issue. How is it that that's happened to us?” 
Joe McCulley, the school superintendent in Coalgate, when asked about 
Coburn's remark, laughed and said, "He knows something I don't know. 
We have not identified anything like that. We have not had to deal with 
any issues on that subject - ever." 



JIM DEMINT (R-SC) 

mama's boy gone awry 

"If a person wants to be publicly gay, they should not be teaching in 
the public schools," DeMint, a three-term congressman from Greenville, 
South Carolina, repeated for reporters after one of this season's sena¬ 
torial debates ended. He later elaborated, "I would have given the same 
answer when asked if a single woman, who was pregnant and living 
with her boyfriend, should be hired to teach my third grade children, I 
just think the moral decisions are different with a teacher.” Terry 
Sullivan, in his feeble attempt to ease the blow explained that DeMint is 
in fact, "a product of a single-mother family, his brothers and sisters were 
raised without a father," and thus did not really mean what he said. 



JIM BUNNING (R-KY) 

dazed and confused 

After giving a speech at a Louisville, Kentucky Rotary Club, Senator Jim 
Bunning betrayed his own ignorance. When asked about the Army 
reservists in Iraq who refused to go on a convoy mission, he replied, "Uh, 
what are you talking about? I don't know what you are talking about" After 
the journalists explained that the refusal was a national news story and 
even involved a soldier from Louisville, "Let me explain something: I 
don't watch the national news, and I don't read the paper. I haven't 
done that for the last six weeks. I watch Fox News to get my infor¬ 
mation." Among Bunning's other more interesting observations is his 
assertion that his opponent Mongiardo, who has dark hair and is olive¬ 
skinned, looks and dresses like one of Saddam Hussein's sons. This 
summer Bunning told a Paducah TV station that he required a large 
police presence to protect him from a potential Al-Quaeda attack. "There 
may be strangers among us," he said. — Leanne Tory-Murphy 


The U.S., 

An Idea 
Whose lime 
Has Passed 

By David Graeber 

I remember reading in The Nation some years 
ago, after Massachusetts governor Michael 
Dukakis' defeat, that we really have to come to 
terms with the fact that there’s two countries here, 
a scary reactionary fundamentalist country called 
America and a relatively sane area that should 
properly be referred to as Southern Canada. This 
most recent election has made clear that the cul¬ 
tural and moral gap between these two countries 
issimply not maintainable W e are I i teral I y living 
in different universes. Therefore I propose that the 
blue states all immediately secede from the union 
and join Canada. 

Let's make it legal. There is, I think, a potential 
legal precedent: If I am not mistaken, the Turks 
and Caicos Islands are negotiating to join Canada 
even now. The result would be a contiguous 
nation. The advantages - even apart from the 
obvious one of freedom from Bush and everything 
Texan - would be endless. Consider: 

• We would all have health care. 

• We would be more, not less, economically 
viable, as the red states leach off our tax 
money anyway. 

• We would no longer have to lie and say we are 
from Canada when we go overseas. 

• Canada can give up Quebec and it won't 
really matter much. 

• The new, scarier rump America will find 
it much more difficult to terrorize the 
world since it will have half the resources 
and population. 

There is, as far as I can see, only one possible 
drawback: the (admittedly not inconceivable) pos¬ 
sibility of civil war. The other obvious problem 
with this plan is that the resulting country - the 
present vast expanses of Canada pi us two fangl i ke 
and densely populated extensions - would 
instantly become the largest and wealthiest state 
on earth, in a position, eventually, to become yet 
another predatory superpower. 

For this reason it might be preferable to 
adopt an alternative strategy, one I would dub 
the "deconstruct America" approach. 
California and the Southwest could go back to 
Mexico. They weren't legally annexed anyway. 
(Texas in theory could go, too, but I wouldn't 
wish Texas on anyone.) The Great Plains are a 
disaster, economically unviable, supported by 
massive welfare, and steadily losing popula¬ 
tion; I’d say give them back to the Native 
Americans. This would mean a much smaller, 
relatively harmless rump America, roughly 
equivalent to the former Confederacy (minus 
Louisiana, if that is fused onto Quebec, but all 
that is of course negotiable, and possibly 
Florida, which might be better as an independ¬ 
ent Caribbean-style state of its own, perhaps 
something along the lines of Cuba). 

The point is that continent-size super¬ 
states are a thing of the past. The current elec¬ 
tion has demonstrated that they are not viable 
and intrinsically threaten world peace. J ust as 
huge multi-ethnic empires like the Ottoman 
Empire or the U.S.S.R. have been breaking up 
over the last century in the name of democ¬ 
racy, the time has come for empires based on 
extirpation, rather than colonization, really 
follow suit. 

An aggressive, militaristic and fundamentalist- 
dominated U .S.A. could perhaps become a dan¬ 
gerous rogue state for much of the 21st century, 
particularly if it ends up with most of the nuclear 
missiles - however, as an anti-intellectual theoc¬ 
racy, it would probably, I ike the former U.S.S.R., 
lose the ability to keep up with military tech¬ 
nologies and become, effectively, containable. 

But one thing is certain: this state would be a 
far smaller threat to world peace, orindeed human 
survival, than the current, obviously untenable 
United States of America. 


















Right-Wing J udiciary 
May Threaten Rent 
Control Laws 


By Steven Wishnia 

A Supreme Court case involving gas sta- 
tionsin H awaii could have far-reaching 
implications for rent control in New 
York City and across the nation. 

In 1997, Hawaii, trying to hold down the 
high price of gas in the islands, enacted a law 
limiting how much rent oil companies could 
charge gas stations. Chevron challenged the 
law, charging that the controls violated the 
"takings" clause of the Fifth and 14th 
Amendments - that the government cannot 
take private property, in this case by denying 
the company the extra rent it would have col¬ 
lected, without "just compensation." Two 
lower courts agreed, and on Oct. 12 this year, 
the Supreme Court heard Hawaii's appeal of 
the case, C hei/ron v. L ingle. 

Could the courts also hold that rent controls 
are an unconstitutional "taking" of landlords' 
property? "It’s something to watch, but not 
something to be overly worried about," says 
Manhattan tenant lawyer Timothy L. Collins, an 
expert on thelegal issuesaround rent regulations. 
Courts have upheld the constitutionality of rent 
controls in the past, he notes Still, a ruling strik¬ 
ing down the H awaii law could open theway for 
fresh challenges especially if President Bush 
packs the Supreme Court with justices who 
belie/e property rights trump all other concerns. 

About 140 U.S. cities have some form of 
rent control, down from about 175 in the late 
1970s. New York, with more than 1 million 
apartments under rent control and rent stabi¬ 
lization, has the broadest-reaching and the 
best-known system, but four of the nation's five 
largest metropolitan areas - all but Chicago - 
are at least partially covered. In California, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, San Jose, Oakland and 
Berkeley all have rent controls. Washington, 
D.C., has 100,000 apartments under rent con¬ 
trol and the M aryl and suburb of Takoma Park 
also limits rents. Most of New Jersey's large 
cities, including Newark, Jersey City, Ho¬ 
boken and Paterson, retain rent regulations, as 
do Albany, Buffalo, Rochester and Syracuse. 

The main conflict isover what standards the 
courts should use to judge "takings." In most 
previous cases, courts have held that "generally 
applicable" laws - such as regulations that 
limit development in wetlands, as opposed to 
government decisions that apply to a specific 
piece of property - should be judged on 
whether they have a rational basis. But in the 
Chevron case, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled that H awaii had to prove that 
the law "substantially advances" a legitimate 
state interest, and that the courts had the 
power to judge the facts on whether or not it 
did. The decision held that therent-control law 
had not advanced a legitimate state interest 
because it had failed to reduce gas prices. 

Giving the courts such power would be 
"an assault" on states’ abilities to regulate "a 
potentially vast array" of economic, health 
and environmental issues, New York 
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer argues in an 
amicus brief filed with the Supreme Court 
by 19 states. "Courts will be required to 
closely scrutinize not the reasonableness of a 
regulation, but whether the legislative 
'means’ chosen by the elected members of 
state government will, in the court's own 
view, achieve their 'ends.”' 


That standard is so broad and vague that it 
could "allow the court to throw out any law it 
doesn't like," says Seth Miller, a partner in 
Collins' law firm. If this test were applied to 
rent control, he worries, the courts could abol¬ 
ish it simply because it hasn't resolved thecity's 
housing shortage. 

"Everybody's antennae get raised because the 
case concerns commercial rent control," says 
James Grow, a lawyer with the National 
Housing Law Project in Oakland, but he sus¬ 
pects that "the usual paranoia might be mis¬ 
placed." The Ninth Circuit decision, he 
explains, was highly unusual. The appeals 
court judgesdeclared thelaw a "regulatory tak¬ 
ing" a/en though Cha/ron stipulated that it 
had not suffered any economic injury from it, 
and went on to "substitute their own judg¬ 
ment" for that of the H awaii legislature. Given 
this, he believes that the Supreme Court prob¬ 
ably agreed to take the case "to straighten the 
mess out" on regulatory law, not to issue a rad¬ 
ical new doctrine. 

"I t's an issue of concern," says G row, but rent 
regulations will likely remain unscathed for 
now. Even conservative Justice Antonin Scalia 
found them constitutional, in a 1988 case 
involving a San J ose law that let the city deny 
landlords' applications for special rent increases 
if it would cause a hardship for low-incometen- 
ants. Though forbidding excessive rents made 
landlords poorer and tenants richer, Scalia wrote, 
that was not necessarily unfair, because landlords 
could "plausibly be regarded as the source or the 
bentficiary of the high-rent problem." 

Still, the justice I eft the door open to further 
challenges to rent regulations, stating that if 
their purpose was to protect the needy, then 
that burden "should be borne by the public as 
a whole," not by landlords. The strongest argu¬ 
ment against that, contends Collins, is that 
rent control is not a "subsidy" to tenants; it is a 
way of preventing profiteering in a market 
where there is a severe housing shortage. 

If there is a long-term danger to rent control 
from the federal courts, it would come from 
President Bush filling them with judges who 
are ideologically opposed to government eco¬ 
nomic regulations. Bush's support for judges 
with theocratic ideas about sexual morality has 
gotten far more publicity, but the far right is 
also grooming and promoting free-market ide¬ 
ologues for the federal bench. 

Current case law, which accepts the consti¬ 
tutionality of economic regulations, dates 
largely from the N ew Deal. But for the first 
third of the 20th century, the main precedent 
on such issues was the 1905 Lochner v. Nov 
York decision, which held that a New York 
State law setting a 10-hour maximum work¬ 
day for bakers interfered with workers' and 
employers' freedom to agree on contracts. The 
Supreme Court used similar reasoning to 
strike down laws against child labor and to let 
employers force workers to sign pledges that 
they wouldn't join unions. "Lochner is what 
lawyers use as shorthand for the bad old days 
of the 1920s," says Seth M iller. 

A return to L ochner "isa looming threat," says 
Col I i ns. I f the courts cl ai m the power to second- 
guess regulations on a broad scale, it could 
"permit the market and property rights to 
trump democratic decision-making." Property 
rights shouldn't trump all other concerns, he 
adds, but "that's what the far right wants" 



No Mandate 


November 9, 2004 - Oona Montaluo, 10 years old, protests with her mother 
lleana in Union Square against the siege of Falluja. 

© ANDREW STERN / ANDREWSTERN.NET 
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Community Book Store 

7th Ave. & Carroll Sts. 
Tea Lounge 
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95-06 Astoria Blvd. 
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33rd & 34th Sts. 

BRONX 
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940 Garrison Ave. 
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The Iraq Vbbe 

By A K. Gufta 

» A ev ' c * ence ' s mounting that partisan Ohio election 
% ^officials used chicaneryto suppress the vote and throw 

W Wthe state to Bush, there is no smoking gun as of yet 

In contrast, the election rigging in Iraq is happening right 
in the open. While all eyes are on the assault of Fallujah, 
U.S.-backed Iraqi parties are openly plotting to dilute the 
strength of Sunni voters. 

Iraq's election for a 275-seat transitional national assem¬ 
bly is slated for late J anuary. The Wiite House wants to 
smash the insurgency so voting can take place in the rebel¬ 
lious "Sunni triangle." But the Muslim Scholars Association, 
which represents 3,000 Sunni-based mosques, announced 
it was boycotting elections after the re-invasion of Falluja. 

The interim Iraqi government was dealt a further blow 
after the only Sunni party withdrew. And meanwhile, Sunni 
voters are being disenfranchised. Iraq's electoral commis¬ 
sion is allowing up to 2 million expatriate Iraqis to vote. The 
New York Times reported that Shiite and Kurdish politicians 
strongly backed the measure because most exiles come 
from these two groups. Expatriates could add 15 percent to 
the electorate, nearly as much as Sunni Arabs, who make 
up 20 to 25 percent of Iraq's population. 

Even if Sunni candidates stand, the electoral commission 
may bar many of them from running. According to the 
I /Washington Post, the commission has barred former Baath 
Party officials from running if they held "the rank of Division 
member or higher." An unnamed former CIA official told the 
Post that the level was "not high and would cover many 
schoolteachers and college professors." The official added 
that the rules "clearly will not bring Sunnis into the process 
unless it is waived." 

Even if Sunnis join the election process, there is dwindling 
time to recruit and field a slate of candidates and to cam¬ 
paign. Election rules encourage candidates to form slates. 
The two main Kurdish parties have agreed on a unified slate. 
The two largest Shiite parties, the Dawa Islamic Party and 
the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, both 
of which participate in the interim government, have formed 
another slate. According to reports, the Shiite vote may be 
diluted if Moktada Al-Sadr, highly popular among poor Shiites 
in Baghdad, puts forth a competing slate in alliance with 
former Pentagon's golden boy, Ahmad Chalabi. 

Forcing candidates to run on slates rather than individu¬ 
ally will concentrate power in the hands of political bosses 
who will likely apportion out seats in backroom deals, which 
may alienate Shiite groups. Some Shiites also oppose the 
elections, including one cleric based in Karbala who has 
criticized the assertion by Grand Ayatollah Ai Sistani that it 
is a religous duty to participate in the election. 

Further undermining the election's legitimacy, interim 
Prime Minister Ayad Alawi has imposed martial law in most 
of Iraq. Around Falluja and Ramadi, Alawi has decreed a 24- 
hour curfew. Issuing shoot-on-sight commands against 
Sunnis is hardly a way to win their support. 

Vbter registration, which has not vet started in Sunni areas, 
has gotten off to a rocky start in some Shiite areas. According 
to Iraq analyst J uan Cole, onethird of the residents of Karbala, 
or 100,000 potential voters, have failed to recei\e registration 
cards. \Oter rolls are being prepared based on old U.N. food 
ration lists that may undercount Shiites. 

Iraqis are supposed to register at designated food distri¬ 
bution centers, where everyone receives monthly rations. 
But in many Sunni cities the open warfare has halted food 
transport and distribution for months, and hundreds of 
thousands of Sunnis have fled the U.S. assault and are far 
away from their designated food center. 

Then there is the still-unresolved issue of whether balloting 
will even take place at all in Sunni areas. Bush administration 
officials have stated outright that a partial election is still a 
valid election and Sunni cities could be bypassed in the vote. 

Even former U.S. occupation officials are speaking 
against a stacked election. One, Larry Diamond, told the 
I /Washington Post, "V\fe're looking at a protracted insurgency 
which will get worse if we go through with elections" that are 
boycotted by the Sunnis. 

Perhaps most disturbing is the composition of the Iraqi 
forces meant to put an indigenous face on the assault. The 
re-invasion of Fallujah began with a much-publicized seizure 
> of a hospital by U.S. Special Forces and the "Iraqi 36th 
S Commando Battalion." 

S One analyst, writing on the Asia Times website, described 
| the battalion as "alien" because it was composed of exiles, 
£ and Kurdish and Shiite militia members. Syed Saleem 
E Shahzad writes, "their participation beside U.S. forces will not 
g only provoke local tribal sentiment, but also have an impact on 
° countries such as Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Syria, and attract 
S support for the resistance, thoucfi from the grassroots level." 
^ By repressing all Sunnis to quell the insurgency, the 
= \Ahite House is stoking the flames of civil war. But that may 
1 be the intent. Referring to some Sunni groups, one senior 
g Iraqi government official told the Washington Post, "They 
z don't seem to get it. The monopoly of power is over." 






J IHODROFCTY 

OR UNDERSTANDING THE POLITICAL 
THEOLOGY OF BUSH'S AMERICA 

"Val ues” i s whdt the el ecti on was supposed! y 
about. N at real I y, uni ess you consi der i gnorance 
fear and hatred val ues Bush's margi nal vi ctory 
was based on dd-fashionod Manichean dual ism, 
thdt i Sy good and e/i I. 


BY AK. GUFTA 


The Republican 
strategy is to offer people 
certai nty i n troubl i ng 
times by nedtly dividing the world into black and white a 
strong, decisive leader benaolently ruling a divindy sanc¬ 
tioned ndtion engaged in a bdttle against the forces of evil. 
The evil takes a varidty of forms: Islam, Arabs queers 
women's sexuality, liberals 

In short, theRqoublican Party isthej ihad Party 
To ask whdther the evidence supports this worldview isto 
bean apostdte truth is revealed through faith, not sdenoeor 
reason. But it'snot 90 much faith in God asfaith in Bush, who 
is sanctioned bythedivine 

Many of these Bush votes became the subj ect of profiles fd- 
Icwing his victory The v\A3EHng:cn Pot i ntevi a/uad Tara Lesl i e, 
a27-yeer-dd married mother of three chi I dren who bdongs to 
an evangdical church end homesdTods her children. 

Shee<plains "I think it's so important to ha/e a sod dty of 
moral absd utes" Lesliesa^s it's "a hugethi ng" to knew that 
Bush pra^s The Pest writes that this means for Leslie 'The 
sanctity of merri age will be fine The Supreme Court will be 
fi ne The war on terror wi 11 be fi ne The economy wi 11 be 
fine" Ydt this comes from a family in dire economic straghts 
they rder to themed ves as the worki ng poor. Lesl i e says "I t's 
been rough. Vey rough. I mean soaping by [but] to us the 
biggest things were the mord things" 

Baau9etheyhawefaith, eweythingwill befine whichnedily 
rdi edts the Protestant doctri ne of sd vd:i on through fa th. 

A few commentators haws noted the profound ignorance of 
Bush voters A surv^ by the Uni ves ty of Maryland found thd: 
a most 70 parent of Bush supportesbdi eve there is "dear evi¬ 
dence' Saddam Hussan was in cahoots with AI Qaeda Ore- 
third dso bdieved thd: weapons of mass destruction weeadtu- 
dlyfound in Iraq. 

What matters is not the evidence but Bush's convictions 
If hesays it is so, it must be evidence be damned. After all, 
many of the "values votes" are evangdical Christians who 
bdievewith absd ute certitude in creationism 
Every faedt of our modern world, from d ones to genomes 
pdmts to creationism bang pure fantasy Ydt terns of mi 11 ions 
of Americans fervently bdievethe Earth is only 5,000 years 
dd and fossilized dinosaur bones were placed in the ground 
by Satan to deed ve us 

This is part of the continuing battle over the 
Enlightenment. The 2004 dection was not so much an 
endorsement of rdigion as a rejection of the Enlightenment, 
of sd erica progress through reason and the "rights of man." 

Theldt is a product of the Enlightenment, but the world is 
pcst-Enlightenmant. Theleading edgeof historical charngeis 
rdigious farndtidsm Militant, orthodox Islam is ascendant 
throughout the Muslim bdt. Messianic revisionist Zionism 


driveslsradi pditics Until thisyeer, vi dent Hindu chauvinists 
ruled India And, of course d: home puritanical, millernarian 
ChristianshavedTectivdy captured d I branches of government. 

Theldt and liberdstry rdziond appmlsto a/va/thdr oppo¬ 
nents but for many in rad Amanca reason and evidence ere et 
best irrelevant and at worst tods of the devil. 

Therdbre despite the di sadie'thd; islraq. Bush's Christian 
legions bdieve him uroquestionirngly when he says Iraq is 
i mprcM ng every d^ The vi rd growth i n car bombi rogs and 
kidnappings is just more evidence of our success 
It fits in with evangdical theology Spreading thegospd, 
liberdtingsoulsforjesus creates a backlash from Sdtan, which 
feeds into a Christian persecution oomplec Liks/vise gang 
i mto I raq to spread thegospd of freedom I i bedti ng I raqisfor 
theAmeican w^of life d so stirs up the forces of evil. 

At home the source of evil isthe "liberal media" which is 
why cornsevdti ves truly bdieveth^ arevicti ms of bias despite 
the eve - -i reread ng rightward tilt of the corporate media 
The Rqoubli cans require new enemies, new warstost^r in 
pewe - . Si nee the 1960s, when the right used radd pditicsto 
movethe South from bl ueto red, the ri ght has been i n a state 
of perpdtud war agdrnst a series of enemies 
A recurring theme of pdi tied history is that we suffer from 
mord decay The right mobilizes hatred agdrnst a group hdd 
to betheagent of corruption: immigrants, imtdIectuds, com¬ 
munists imtegrdtionists, unions crirminds drug addicts and 
wdfare queens (code words for bl acks), and, d nee the 1970s 
women and queers 

Race is central to this divide The man of red America is 
urncanni I y d mi I ar to the states and tori tori es that d I ewed d 
ery Therootsofthisdectionarestill found in the1948 con¬ 
test thd: saw the Strom Thurmond-led "Dixieodtd' who 
supported Southern gnat had break off from the 
Democrats and display remarkableregiond strength. 


STOCKS 

In all likelihood there 
will be a "Bush Rally' 
until the end of the 
year as institutional 
investors, who had 
been hoarding cash, 
pump up stocks, which 
will then draw in more 
money. (If this sounds 
like a pyramid scheme, 
well, that’s because it 
is. It's one feature of 
finance capitalism.) 

"Reforming" the tax 
code, shifting the tax bur¬ 
den from income to con¬ 
sumption, will boost tine 
market only moderately 
as the rich tend to invest 
tax gains in bonds and 
out of country or buy 
extravagant toys and 
baubles that do little to 
stimulate the economy 

Privatizing Social Se¬ 
curity may well create 
another equities bubble 
as trillions of dollars 
flood the market in 
search of investments. 
But this would be a tem¬ 
porary infusion, resulting 
in another disastrous 
crash for small investors 
once the cash spigot is 
turned off. 


THE MARKETS SPEAK 


W hat will a second Bush administration look like? V\fetch the markets. Revealing the 
link between economic and political fortunes, stocks nose-dived on Election Day 
after exit polls showed Bush losing, and then rallied for three days straight after 
Kerry conceded. 

\Afell Street was happy that there wasn't a contested election, happier that government 
isn't divided, which creates gridlock that affects the economy, and happiest about a pro¬ 
business administration that promises to further gut regulations and cap damages awarded 
in class-action suits aimed primarily at corporate malfeasance. 


OIL 

Interestingly, the 
oil markets rallied 
after Bush's win. Oil 
recently peaked at 
about $56 a barrel 
and plummeted in 
advance of the elec¬ 
tion. The only plausi¬ 
ble explanation for oil 
prices rising after the 
election is that trad¬ 
ers see four more 
years of Bush as bad 
for geopolitical stabil¬ 
ity and bad for Mid¬ 
dle East oil produc¬ 
ers. (Oil prices did 
start to drop once 
again, but solely 
based on the fact 
that there was a 
la rger-tha n-expected 
increase in oil stocks 
in advance of the win¬ 
ter heating season.) 


GREENBACKS 

Even more revealing 
was the currency market. 
The dollar has crashed to 
all-time lows against the 
Euro. This is because the 
White House favors a 
"weak dollar" policy that 
makes goods produced in 
the U. S. more competitive 
abroad. Currency specula¬ 
tors are also unhinged by 
the size of the U.S. current 
account deficit. The annu¬ 
alized trade deficit is at an 
eye-popping $2 trillion. The 
federal budget deficit is 
officially $500 billion. In 
reality, it is around $800 
billion once you subtract 
out Social Security rev¬ 
enues that are funding 
government operations. 
So, annual U.S. deficits 
are running at more than 
25 percent of the gross 
domestic product, which is 
unsustainable. 


GOLD 

After Bush's win was sealed, the 
price of gold soared to more than $430 
an ounce and traders say the decks are 
cleared to $500. Gold is a classic hedge 
against geo-political instability, that is, a 
bet for more war. 
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BETTING ON DISASTER 

It will take years, but the twin deficits will eventually bite America in the ass. If investors keep fleeing the dollar, 
causing a continuing decline, the Federal Reserve has to raise interest rates to shore up the dollar. This, of course, 
will ground the U.S. economy, leading to even more massive budget deficits and/or spending cuts as well as a 
weaker dollar, creating a vicious cycle. 

This is why gold and stocks are soaring and the dollar is dropping. The markets are cheering Bush because they 
know they'll make money in the short term. But they are already betting on disaster down the road. 


SAeqring the Deqr South from both major parties About 88 
parent of Bush's 2004 vote was from whites Kory's was a lit¬ 
tle ever 60 parent, rreani ng three ti mes as many people of 
color supported Kerry as Bush. 

Thus "tamorist" istheldtest radel codeword, rderring to 
hordes of dark-ski nrned, beaded apoStdtes 5 noeSeptemba' 11, 
the Christian mullahs haebean unleashed: Our God isbdtta" 


than yours; Mohammed wes a terrorist, Islam isa/il. Theanti- 
Muslimfandiicskept a lewv profile during the dection, but to 
mi 11 i ons of Amen cans "war on teror" 
isvay much a crusade against Islam 


ANDY SMENOS 



aiBiEKsAgerda 
V\fe Must Stop 

OVERTURNING ROE V. WADE 

Top on the radical rights wish list. Bush wants to pack the 
courts with reactionary freaks who believe freedom means gov¬ 
ernment control of women's bodies. And no sex education or 
contraception, either. 

PRIVATIZING SOCIAL SECURITY 
Perhaps the toughest sell for Bush. Tens of millions of pissed- 
off codgers make a powerful voting bloc. And where is the 
government supposed to find the estimated $2 trillion to fund 
the transition from payas-you-go to individual accounts? 

GAY MARRIAGE AMENDMENT 

Unlikely The Senate fell 19 votes short in July. Even with 
more Republican storm troopers in Congress, many senators 
are against amending the Constitution over a divisive social 
issue. But this will help keep the culture war alive, which is 
Karl Rove's goal. 

DRILLING IN THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE AND EVERY OTHER NATIONAL PARK, 
MONUMENT, AND WILDERNESS AREA 
Probable. Don't count on Democrats to block oil drilling or 
mining. J ust think: "Yellowstone, brought to you by Exxon¬ 
Mobil." 


"REFORMING" THE TAX CODE 

Shift the tax burden from income to consumption, which 
means to the poor and middle class. Don't count on the 
Democrats to block this one either, as many of them crossed 
the aisle to support the obscene repeal of the estate tax 

NUKES 

The Bush administration wants more weapons testing, more 
nuclear bombs and a revival of nuclear power. More ominous, 
the policy hunchbacks in Dick Cheney's secret dungeon would 
like nothing better than to release the nuclear genie once 
again by making Iran or North Korea glow. 

FOUR MORE WARS 

With two out of three Axis of Evil charter members still stand¬ 
ing, war is in vogue. And that still leaves Syria, Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela, Cuba, Colombia and France to invade. 


OUTSOURCING GOVERNMENT 

Privatizing schools with vouchers, eliminating the postal ser¬ 
vice, selling off public utilities, hiring more mercenaries - it's 
a great time for "private" companies to fatten themselves off 
the public trough. 

PATRIOT ACT II 

Kiss your citizenship goodbye. Plan ahead, and get yourself a 
nice corner cell in Guantanamo now, before you're declared 
an enemy combatant. 

REDISTRICTING 

By gerrymandering congressional districts state by state, Tom 
"The Hammer 7 ' DeLay wants to ensure Confess is dominated 
by deranged, fanatical Republicans for decades to come. 

—AG. 
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tours 


Bruce Kayton leads 17 different 
radical history walking tours of 
Manhattan focusing on subjects 
like bohemian Greenwich Village, the 
antiwar movement, Malcolm X, John 
Reed, Emma Goldman & more! 


(718) 492.0069 

www.RadicalWalkingTours.org 
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Bush Boosts Progressive Publications 

Still Good for The Nation? 


By ChrisAnderson 

F or the last four years, a joke has circulated around The/V ation mag¬ 
azine. "What's bad for the country,” it goes, “is good for The 
N ation." And whilegrim, it appears mostly true: TheN ation isonly 
one of many left-leaning media outlets to have seen a sharp rise reader- 
ship during the first four years of the Bush administration. Now, many 
independent media makers are wondering if the trend will continue over 
the next four years. And some are reassessing their political strategies in 
the wake of the recent conservative political triumph. 

"PEOPLE RESPOND TO FEAR MORE THAN HOPE" 

Liberal and lefty magazines have been the biggest beneficiaries of 
the bump provided by the policies of the George W. Bush presidency. 
Over the course of Bush's first term, TheN ation saw its circulation 
jump a mind-boggling 71 percent, up to a paid circulation of 
165,000 readers. "For better or worse, people respond more to fear 
than hope, at least in the short run," says Nation publisher Victor 
N avasky. Other liberal magazines have seen a similar readership spike. 
In the last 12 months alone, M other Jones' circulation has risen by 26 
percent. Other magazines registering gains include The Progressive, 
T he A merican Prospect, and H arper's. M agazineson the more radical end 
of the spectrum have had nearly equal levels of success. The circula¬ 
tion of the purportedly centrist Nov Republic, on the other hand, 
dropped 39 percent since 2000, while the right-wing N ational Review 
has seen gains of only six percent. 

"There'san overwhelming demand for anti-Bush stuff," H arper's pub- 
lisherjohn "Rick" M acArthur told the Philadelphia Inquirer during the 
lead-up to the Iraq war. "M ost of the media is pro-Bush and neutral, but 
we are very anti-Bush and anti-war... There's not much else out there." 

WhileM acArthur may be correct in his contention that the major¬ 
ity of the media remains either neutral or pro-Bush, there can be lit¬ 
tle doubt that the last four years have seen something of a left-wing 
media renaissance. In addition to the already noted magazine explo¬ 
sion, the first Bush term has seen the establishment of the national 
liberal radio network Air America, the expansion of the global 
Indymedia network (centers in more than 100 cities worldwide), and 
the birth of the left-wing "blogosphere." 

"Bush has certainly been good for the 'stop Bush' industry," saysj ason 
Kucsma, editor of the bimonthly magazineC/amor. "H onestly. I'd much 
rather have us focusing on other things. But I guess sort of by default 
we've gotten some runoff from the intense hatred that Bush inspires." 

RUNNING DRY 

W hile all signs may point to the continued success of independent 
media during a second Bush term, many observers fear that the well 
may run dry. Sheer political fatigue or despair might finally choke off 
the growth of left-wing media. Some media activists also express con¬ 
cern that the institutional Democratic Party still seems unwilling to 
invest in a long-term media strategy. 

In an online column at Consortiumnews.com, journalist Robert Parry 
arg ues that the D emocrati c P arty's i nterest i n med i a i ssues i s a case of too 
little, too late. "In contrast to the right's media juggernaut, the evidence 
is that wealthy progressives still don't get it,” Parry contends. "Even 
with election 2004 looming, Air America, a promising AM radio net¬ 
work to challenge the right's media monopoly, was hobbled by the 
refusal of rich liberals to invest in the venture." 

I n a new book, R oad to A ir A merica, Sheldon D robny, one of the net¬ 
work's founders, describes his frustrating appeals to East and West 



Coast "limousine liberals" who didn't want to engage in the project. 

Other independent media makers, following a different political 
model, are less concerned with the prospect of four more years of 
Bush. "We're probably just going to keep on doing what we've been 
doing, which is cultural critique," says Kucsma. "I'm certainly tired 
of bashing Bush, and I think our readership is, too. We did a 'Stop 
Bush' issueafew months ago, which I'm glad wedid, but some of our 
readers were a little put off by that kind of focus. Clamor 'sal ways been 
about a lot more than that. Maybe it speaks a little bit to some gen¬ 
eral issues," Kucsma continues. "I think a lot of the younger activists 
are aware that the problems we're facing go way beyond Bush." 

A NEW STRATEGY? 

Although the first Bush administration set off an explosion of left- 
wing media ventures, ranging from radical to centrist, this media activ¬ 
ity failed to stop the election of Bush to a second term. I n the wake of 
two wars and the continuing conservative realignment of the U nited 
States, many on the left arethinking hard about their political strategy. 

Independent media might sustain a like-minded radical commu¬ 
nity in the political wilderness - a comm unity-based rather than a 
power-based activity. 

Of course, the political problem may not be so complex. The inde¬ 
pendent media movement, still in its early stages, continues to 
rethink both its message and its delivery mechanisms. 

"As independent media makers and activists, we tend to fetishize 
the making of media and lose sight of the distribution end of the 
equation," says K ucsma. "T here are tons of publ icati ons out there that 
don't reach beyond the same 10 percent of the population. That's a 
problem, because in the end, you're preaching in the same church." 


first-person 

REVO LUTIO N 

OF THE SPIRIT 

BY J OHN TARLETON 

T he hardest part was getting out of bed the morning after. Four 
more years of this?! I want to pull the covers over my head and 
make it all go away. Getting up and puttering around makes me 
feel a little better. Anything beats being paralyzed by fear. Then I find 
myself doing yoga for the first time in months. The pain doesn't go 
away. But I'm slowly able to exhale the anger and resentment I feel. 

So much of our energy in the past year has been outwardly directed 
at bringing down Bush so we can get on with trying to bring about a bet¬ 
ter, more just world that we carry in our hearts. Before that, there were 
huge protests against the Iraq war and the mass demonstrations 
against corporate globalizaton that burst into the public consciousness 
in Seattle in November 1999 and ricocheted around the world in 2000 
and 2001 and helped give birth to this newspaper. In the aftershock of 
Bush's re-election, I find myself pausing and looking inward, breathing 
deeply, wanting to be a little kinder to my friends and more patient with 
strangers, realizing anew that the kind of world I want to live in starts 
with me. No amount of Red States can take that away. 

For inspiration, I think of all the good, decent people I met while cov¬ 
ering the final days of the campaign in Cleveland, Ohio. Thousands of 
people of all ages and from all walks of life mobilized to win Ohio - 
blacks, whites, gays, straights, union members, students, old radicals 
with ideals still intact ready to fight the good fight one more time - 
phone banking, canvassing, working as poll monitors, driving elderly 
and disabled people to the polls. Their politics were generally moderate 
and the free food at the campaign offices came from Dunkin' Donuts 
instead of Food Not Bombs. But people were coming from a good 
place. On Election Day, it poured a hard, cold rain but both campaign 
volunteers and Cleveland’s predominantly Democratic voters who had 
to wait in long lines remained good-natured and enthusiastic. 

"There's such goodwill. People are so supportive of each other," said 
Monty, a New York filmmaker who canvassed, phonebanked and 
stuffed envelopes 14 hours per day during the last week of the cam¬ 
paign. "It's one of the premiums of being in this kind of movement." 

The anti-Bush movement was about more than Bush. It was about 
a broad swath of the population waking up and caring enough to act. 
That needn't stop with Kerry's demise, though we are certainly in for 
a long, hard ride. Like all extremists who gain power, the Republicans 
will overreach as they become increasingly divorced from reality, and 
their corporate-military-evangelical crusade will ultimately end in dis¬ 
aster. 

If you're feeling pain and sadness right now, count yourself lucky. It 
means you’re fully alive. Don't run from it. Open yourself up to it. 
Become one with it. There is a place on the other side of pain and loss. 
Don't turn back. It’s where true compassion and understanding begin. 
This is the real revolution - one of the spirit. It gives us the strength 
and the inner joy to go back into the world and join up with others to 
struggle for what we believe is right. 







COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS SPEAK UP 


Our Values 



Victor Manuel Castaneda 

ASOCIACION TEPEYAC DE NEW YORK 

The Republicans have an immigration plan - the Bracero Program - that's more complete 
of a vision than the Democrats, who presented their plan in Congress late. We want to take 
the best from both and put it together. The M exican government seems not to be interested 
if immigrants actualize change in the United States. Immigrants support more than 20 mil¬ 
lion people in Mexico - that's $13 billion a year. In states I ike New York, the politicians don't 
go to the level that they do in Arizona with their anti-immigrant proposition, though they 
don't better the situation either. That Arizona proposition [Prop. 200] is a problem of racism 
and class. In N ew York, there are currently actions around the young man [Manuel Chamelta] 
killed by an ex-police officer at a deli in Queens. There is not equal application of the law to 
non-white people, but instead there is a blue wall of silence. 





HARLEM TENANTSCOUNCIL 

We have higher oil prices now due in part to the war in 
I raq. I n areas of H arlem that are being gentrified where ten¬ 
ants are paying rent control, landlords may use this as an 
excuse to increase harassment by withholding heat and hot 
water. Thiswould have a disastrous impact. Peoplecan't stay 
in their homes. Elderly are increasingly at risk, including 
death. The H arlem Tenants Council has an attorney on staff 
to represent seniors in our anti-eviction program started in 
September. We are going to engage in the policy end of 
things, such as the Section 8 initiative on public housing. 
Given the election of Bush and the move to the right, forces 
ontheground need to deal with public policy issues that will 
have a broader impact. We seek to engage the community in 
the movement for social change and to make them key play¬ 
ers in the policy arena. By engaging in these local struggles 
and altering power relationships, we connect to global com¬ 
munities in their struggles. 


Miriam Yeung 

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL AND 
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY 
CENTER 

W hen Bush said we needed to pass a gay-marriage constitu¬ 
tional amendment, it wastomobilizehisbasetovoteand to divert 
attention from the I raq war, deficits and other things. W e’ve seen 
many ad vances i n recent years and the fact that we're tal ki ng about 
gay marriage is because of that. Sixty percent of people have said 
they support somesort of legal recognition for gay and lesbian cou¬ 
ples. Our community center is committed to social justice. You 
can't erase homophobia without fighting racism, anti-Semitism 
and sexism. We [the LG BT Center] give a space to heal and to give 
LGBT people a voice. Currently we're going into city schools 
doi ng anti - homophobi a trainingsto foster a new generati on of tol - 
erance. W hat I'm grappling with is that moral values are being 
taken over. We value inclusion and equality, and we need to speak 
louder about this al I over the country. 


Alice Leeds 

PARENTS, FAMILIES 
AND FRIENDSOF LESBIANS 
AND GAY S (PFLAG) 

Clearly, Bush has a very conservative agenda and all 
we can do is bring our case to people in the fair- 
minded middle who want equality in the American 
dream. There's no desire for these amendments, other 
than to discriminate. Those who voted for moral val¬ 
ues in the past election have to evaluate the greater 
spectrum of values. For people who think homosexu¬ 
ality is a sin you have to ask "H ow are you hurt by gay 
marriage?" For some, there always has to be an unfa¬ 
vorable minority to kick. This conservative climate 
makes us even more energetic to get out there and to 
speak our minds. Bush thinks that the nation gave 
him a mandate, but he did not win by any kind of 
mandate. We have to continue to fight. Wehaveto be 
visible and share our stories. 



N ieves Padi 
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I think Bush's re-election will be a continuation of the past. H e'll just have more time to 
make cuts in the labor sector and ignore immigrants. Amnesty, housing issues and health care 
will be chilled and forgotten as well. Flowever, we'll continue working with the same energy 
for these issues as before. One of our campaigns, "Despierta Bushwick," is focused on 
Knickerbocker Avenue businesses to help workers gain better wages and benefits. Over 3,000 
residents and consumers have pledged to support the campaign to leverage business owners 
and to give workers a better deal. We organize the community and workers together to know 
their rights and to fight for social justice. Bush won't give us anything. You have to fight to 
make changes. H ay queluchdr para hacer cambios. 


first person 


Can the Greens 
Still Grow? 

By Adam Gerber 

Is there still space for idealism in America's electoral politics? 

When Ralph Nader spoke against the corporate two-party system in Madison 
Square Garden during the final month of the 2000 campaign, he drew an adoring 
crowd of 15,000. This year, just 800 people turned out at Cooper Union to listen 
to him speak on the final night of the campaign. When the 2004 tallies rolled in, 
Nader received less than 15 percent of the 2.7 million votes he won four years ago. 

The official Green Party candidate, David Cobb, barely registered 100,000 votes 
nationwide, including just 24 in Ohio. 

Still, I believe in Nader and the Greens. 

Those of us devoted to Nader and his platform - raising minimum wage to a living 
wage of $10, working toward universal single-payer health care, and waging a less 
aggressive "war on terror" - stood up for our beliefs. Most of the people in this country S 

and around the world are on the short end of the system's violently splintered stick. § 

Neither Bush nor Kerry was close to advancing any of these issues. § 

No American third party has won a Presidential election, but they have advanced | 

important issues along the way, such as abolition of slavery and women’s suffrage. S 

Running in local races across the country, Greens won 64 out of the 429 races 
they contested this year. Significant results include John Eder's re-election to the o 

Maine Statehouse and winning city council majorities in Sebastopol and Areata, § 

California. Greens now hold more than 200 elective offices in this country. The col- I 
lapse of the Democrats brings new opportunities. Butforthe Green Party to exceed I ? 
its modest achievements, it will have to learn to think and organize outside of its o 
own very white, well-educated, middle-class milieu. § 
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REVIEWS 

CULTURE, POLITICS AND CRITICISM 



THE REAL 
HIP-HOP 


U.S. DRIVESTHE MOVEMENT 
WITH THE NECESSARY EVIL 

ow that my N ovember 2 
trauma has waned, I 
decided it was important 
to re-examine how I live the revo¬ 
lution because it's not going away. 
In fact, thefi re within me has only 
been fueled by Bush’s win. But 
where did we go wrong? W here do 
we go from here? H ow are others 
living the revolution? 

Looking for answers, I sat down 
with U.S., a Brooklyn-born and 
raised MC living his own revolu¬ 
tion through creating and inde¬ 
pendently producing his own hip- 
hop music. U .S. has been rhyming 
since he was 18 with the groups 
Old Souls, The WondahfulIs and 
N udear Family. H eembarked on a 
solo career and produced his first 
album in N ovember 2003 entitled 
Consider this a Heart Attack, fol¬ 
lowed by the second, Oceans Between 
K Us, just four months later. U.S.'s 
| music penetrates; it's raw, in your 
| face and electrifying. His third 
| album, TheN ecessary Evil, speaksof 
§ politics, passion and rage laid over 
5 some of the freshest and most 
innovative beats crafted by mem- 

1 bers of NYC's underground hip- 
o- hop movement. Over the course of 
" elevated train rides, countless ciga- 
jjj rettes and a fleeting rainstorm, we 
| discussed both his forthcoming 
> album and his personal politics. 

° "Revolution is a choice and a 
road open to us since forever," he 

2 said. "It comes down to action; you 


must first ask yourself who you 
want to be and what’s important to 
you ... your freedom is tied into 
the freedom of others. There's no 
way for anyone to be too far ahead 
of each other. Nothing can really, 
really move until W E move.” 

I n 14 tracks of invective tirades, 
U.S. crafts language into a force 
that will drive the M ovement. H e 
uses everything from Otis 
Redding's "Sittin' on the Dock of 
the Bay," to discuss block life in 
Brooklyn to melodies from Richie 
Valens’ "La Bamba" to explore the 
murders of Patrice Lumumba and 


Che Guevara. U .S. grabs you with 
his raucous hooks and manipula¬ 
tion of language that throughout 
the album, you'll never want to 
skip a track. 

On "Sunday," produced by 
Babah Fly, U.S. says, "the seed of 
the sacred's within the profane." 
This illuminates the album title's 
concept. "The necessary evil," he 
explained to me, "is being in those 
ugly moments when your opinions 
put you miles away from someone 
else, where you have to put your 
armor on and risk being an asshole 
by cal ling people out on their bull¬ 


shit. It's giving your gift of hon¬ 
esty to humanity ... to not only 
stand out, but stand up.” 

TheN ecessary Evil also spits raw 
sedition by unmasking the ugliness 
of present-day American reality 
over beats you can't help but bang 
your head to. In "Rome Too 
Burned," produced by Berandom 
I nfavor, he raps, 

Cuz it'll only get worse ... 
when the companies you work¬ 
ing for don't gotta pay they 
share no more ... when GE 
owes the government like a 
billion bucks ... you think 
they scared of us? N thus, a 
way better question is ... 
what? You think they paying 
us? You complacent fucks. If 
we all play just a little bit 
dumb, n no one ever lift they 
middle finger ... well then, 
the damage gets done ... by 
your hand n my hand. N ot by 
no po'man, not by no white 
man! Soon’s we do the right 
thing, the youth'll be enlight¬ 
ened. You should not be 
frightened. The future is a 
bright thing. 

"Artists create the language for 
conversations that need to hap¬ 
pen," U.S. explained. In the track, 
"Get it Hotta," produced by 
N.E.M.C. of hip-hop outfit 
Nuclear Family, U.S. presents a 
dialogue between two men of dif¬ 
ferent generations discussing the 
motivations fueling our resistance: 
(Old Man) I knew Black 
Panthers. I met M alcolm. These 
young boys, what the fuck are 
they out for? Propers? Bein 
fools n followers? Bein food for 
coppers? The man can't stop us! 
But what revolution, there'sTV 
to watch, unh? Your genera¬ 
tion, the problem wit y'all ... 
you ain’t got balls! You let em 
make laws! You let em make 
wars?! That paper-thin presi¬ 
dent of yours, I wouldn't let 
decorate floors... 


(Young Man) I hear you, old 
timer. Fuck cutting off Bush, 
what we need's a whole new 
vagina... there's a perfect vision 
in our central nervous system 
that we yearn to live in. The fake 
must fall ... Lets take em on! 
We been here before, on a brink 
of a war wit extinction - for 
more?!? We onna fringe? But of 
course! But I bet you one thing, 
we will beat em all! Wewill get 
it goin, wewill gdt it on... 

And we will. There is no 
other option. 

- Lauren Giambrone 

Look out for The N ecessary Evil, 
expeded to drop in D ecember. Peep his 
site for tracks, show dates and more 
www.usmc.tv. 


HOWARD ZINN 
HEADLINE 


Voices of a People's 
History of the United 
States 

Anthony Arnove, 

Howard Zinn (editors) 

Seven Stories Press, 2004 

S nce its first printing in 1980, 

' he P eople's H istory of the U nited 
tates has made historian 
H oward Zinn a celebrity in progres¬ 
sive circles. In the book he sought 
no less than to recount the entire 
history of the country through the 
eyes of the rabble-rousers - those 
who fought the status quo when it 
deprived them of the rights that the 
most privileged members of the 
country, including most historians, 
routinely enjoyed. 

Zinn recast the actions of the 
elites in a more global and populist 
context. That broader view showed 
how much violence and coercion, 
both at home and abroad, were 
needed to create the illusion of 
American invulnerability. The sto¬ 
ries woven into A People's History 
were there for the taking, in battles 
fought and refought, discussed and 
described by those who fought 
them. Voices of People's History is a 
massive anthology of those voices 
without the thre&J. (Disclosure: I 
was pulled into the five-year project 
in its final days to check correc¬ 
tions.) And the fact is, the fabric 
hangs together just fine without it. 

W ho knew, for example, that the 
woman whose face is familiar to 
most of us only through the prolif¬ 
eration of post-office vending 
machines was such a fearsome ora¬ 
tor? After being arrested for casting 
a ballot in the presidential election 
of 1872, Susan B. Anthony was 
found guilty and fined $100. "May 
it please your honor," she told the 
judge, "I will never pay a dollar of 
your unjust penalty. 

"All the stock in trade I possess is 
a debt of $10,000, incurred by pub¬ 
lishing my paper - TheRe/olution - 
the sole object of which was to edu¬ 
cate all women to do precisely as I 
have done, rebel against your man- 


WHAT NOW, YOU ASK? 

After talking with hip-hop artist, U.S., I decided to ask friends 
and fellow activists, How do we push the Movement? 


I think we should call for a massive campaign 
for half of this country not to pay their taxes 
this year." —Ana, Brooklyn 

^ Focus, unite and create a clear message for the 
left... then sell it."— Hannah, Upper West Side 

^ Study the conservative movement. Go back to 
1964. Read what they've written; understand 
how they've organized and how they frame 
their ideas ... we need to figure out how to re¬ 
direct the massive rightward shift of this 
country. One way to do that is to figure out 
how we've been beaten." — Chris, Brooklyn 

^ Moving to Canada is for losers, I'm going on a 
4-year bender." — Sanjay Kumar, LES 


ii Next time you see, hear or watch something 
whack, call it out! Saying "that's bullshit" or 
"I don't want your expensive beauty spunk." 
Pick an issue, any issue that ain’t being 
talked about on CNN. The health care crisis, 
underfunded public schools, the tyranny of 
wage labor... get learned so that the next 
time someone tries to sell you on a Health 
Savings Account, you can tell ’em what's up." 
— Amy, Queens 

// Real change ... will only happen after two 
major reforms are made: one to the media 
and the other to the two-party system." 

— Casey, San Franciso 

// Drop out of the money economy." Check out 
Freecyde (www.freecyde.org), The NYC Free 
Events Calendar (888-365-0000), and the 
Free Market (www.rncnotwelcome.org/freemar- 
kethtml). — Ida, Manhattan 

— L.G. 












on the street 



THE INDYPENDENT 

has open meetings every Tuesday at 
7p.m. at 34 E. 29th St., 2nd floor. 


WEDNESDAY NOV 10 

5:30-7:00pm- Free ■ call for reservations 
Have You Seen the Light? Unionizing New 
York Transit Workers 

Science, Industry, & Business Library, 188 
Madison Ave. at 34th St., 1-212-592-7000 

6-7:30pm • Free, call for reservations 
The AIDS Pandemic: A Threat to Global Security? 
Speakers examine the history of the pan¬ 
demic, assess the present situation, and 
chart a better course forward. 

Center for Global Affairs, Woolworth Building, 
15 Barclay St. btw. Broadway & Church St., 
1-212-992-8380 

6:30- 8:30pm • Free 
It is Danger! Local Culture at the 
Crossroads in Right Bank Ukraine 
Part of the Library's Seminar Series in 
Labor and Social History. 

Tamiment Library, Bobst Library, 70 
Washington Square South, 10th floor, 1- 


conjunction with Creating Their Own Image. 
New School University, 66 W. 12th St. -1- 
212-229-5808 

6-8pm • Free 

Creating Their Own Image Opening 
A stirring, honest, and complex re-examina- 
tion of the image of the Black female as 
conveyed by contemporary African-American 
women artists Paintings, sculpture, photog¬ 
raphy, and mixed-media work by 25 artists 
will be on view until February 1, 2005. 
Arnold and Sheila Aronson Galleries, 66 
Fifth Avenue 

6:15pm • Free 

Laclau's Political Theory. Glimpsing the Future 
With Ernesto Ladau, Joan Copjec, Linda 
Zerilli, Gabriela Basterra, Simon Critchley 
and Oliver Marchart. Includes presentation 
of "Laclau: A Critical Reader." 

King Juan Carlos Center, 53 Washington 
Square South- 1-212-998-3650 

7:30pm • $5 

Film, Video and Animation by Artists Who 
Kick Ass! Part III 


COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER 


Narrative, documentary, political satire, ironic, 
strange and funny pieces will be screened. 
Galapagos Art Space, 70 N 6th St. 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn 

SATURDAY NOV 13TH 

3 pm • Free 

Laura Peterson, “Security" and Marion 
Ramirez, “l-land" 

"Security explores the ways in which soci¬ 
ety's perceived need for constant surveillance 
affects our need for confidentiality and inves¬ 
tigates what safety and security mean to the 
individual, "l-land" investigates movement 
ideas of islands and "bodyiands." 

Danspace Project, St. Mark's Church in 
the Bowery 

131 E. 10th St.- 1-212-674-8112 
7 pm • Free 

The Lost Soundbites 

A riveting documentary film set to music 
about the way some Americans view 
Muslims. 

www.naheedence.com 

Bluestockings Books, 172 Allen Street 

www.bluestockings.com 

MONDAY NOV 15TH 

5- 7pm • Free 

“When Neoliberal Economics and 
Fundamentalism Meet: Impacts on Indian 
Women" 

The Seventh Annual Beatrice Kachuck 
Lecture on Women in India. 

Graduate Center, City University of New York 
365 Fifth Ave. at 34th St., 1-212-817-8215 

6:30pm • Free 

Clifford Geertz: What Was the Third-World 
Revolution 

Graduate Center, City University of New York 
365 Fifth Ave. at 34th St., 1-212-817-8215 
Nov. 15: 7:00pm • Free 
"Witkiewicz: The Theatre of a Two-Headed 
Calf' - performance, lecture, concert 
Painter, playwright, philosopher, novelist, 
and expert on drugs, S.l. Witkiewicz (1885- 
1939), known as Witkacy, is now recognized 
as a major figure of the twentieth-century 
avant-garde. 

Graduate Center, City University of New York 
365 Fifth Ave.-at 34th St. 

1-212-817-8215 

TUESDAY NOV 16 

6:00pm • Free 
Iraq and the Media 

Discussion: How is public knowledge pro¬ 
duced? What gets covered and what gets 


ignored by what media? Does the "embed¬ 
ding" of American journalists in military 
units undermine their independent judge¬ 
ment? Panelists include William Kristol, 
editor, Weekly Standard; Edward Rothstein, 
cultural critic, New York Times; and 
Jonathan Schell, The Nation Institute. 
Moderated by Richard Bernstein, New 
School University Graduate Faculty. 

New School University 

66 W. 12th St. - 1-212-229-5682 

6:30pm • $2 donation 
"Mekong Delta, Tram Chim Bird Sanctuary, 
Vietnam" art of the "Worldwide Adventures 
by Local Artists" series. 

St. Margaret's House 
49 Fulton St. - 1-212-385-3650 

THURSDAY NOV 18 

1:00pm to 2:00pm • free, call for reserv. 
Transitional Justice in Liberia 
Alexander Meyer-Rieckh, research consult¬ 
ant, and Marieke Wierda, Meyer-Rieckh and 
Wierda discuss the establishment of a 
Liberian truth commission, as well as a 
joint Liberia-UN program designed to 
address past violations by establishing a 
vetting program for security and police 
forces. They also discuss how Liberia is 
dealing with the issue of accountability for 
former president Charles Taylor. Part of the 
Thursday Brown Bag series. 

Center for Global Affairs, Woolworth Building 
15 Barclay St. - betw. Broadway & Church 
St., 1-212-992-8380 

7:30 pm • free 
John Updike on Religion 
Existential questions have been at the cen¬ 
ter of Updike's work from the beginning of 
his career. In an autobiographical piece, 
"The Dogwood Tree: A Boyhood," he called 
sex, art and religion "the three great secret 
things" in the human experience. 

Center for Religious Inquiry, St. 

Bartholomew's Church 

109 E. 50th St. -at Park Ave. 1-212-378-0222 


FRIDAY NOV 19 

10:30pm* $8/7/5 

Lovely Ladies with Reg E Gaines 

Two-time Tony nominee, playwright, 

Nuyorican Grand Slam Champion, and poet 

Reg E Gaines celebrates the publication of 

his latest book, 2 b Blk & Wrt, with a 

poetry and audio performance with the 

band Hush Project 

Poetry Project at St Marks Church 

St. Mark's Church at the corner of 2nd Ave 


and 10th St in Manhattan. 

Call (212) 674-0910 for more information. 

SATURDAY NOV 20 

12:00pm • free 
Artwalk NY 

The Coalition for the Homeless celebrates 
its 10th Annual ARTWALK NY event, featur¬ 
ing an interview with event chair Peter 
Jennings and honoree artist Ed Ruscha 
New School University 
66 W. 12th St. - 1-212-229-5682 

MONDAY NOV 22 

4:30, 6:50, 9:15pm • General Adm: $10 
Days of Glory (Giorni di gloria) (1945) 
Directed by Giuseppe De Santis, Marcello 
Pagliero, Mario Serandrei, Luchino Visconti 
A documentary made at the end of World 
War II focusing on the trial of Italian 
Fascists who were implicated in the mas¬ 
sacre of over 300 prisoners. 

BAM, 30 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, 
718-6364100 / www.bam.org 

TUESDAY NOV 23 

6:30pm • $2 

The Mouth of the Amazon - From Brooklyn 
to Belem, Brazil 

November 23, By Anthony Almeida, educa¬ 
tor and photo-documentarian. Part of the 
"Worldwide Adventures by Local Artists" 
series. 

St. Margaret's House 
49 Fulton St. - 1-212-385-3650 
Bodies in Motion: Animation 2004 (shorts 
program) 

WEDNESDAY NOV 24 

4:30, 9:15pm 

These are not your usual Saturday morning 
cartoons - NewFest’s popular collection of 
new LGBT animation explores robot love, 
video games, the dance floor, flirting, and 
much more. A re-presentation from NewFest 
2004. BAM 

Alternative Tracks: Queer Music Videos 
(shorts program) 

Wed, Nov 24 at 6:50pm 
\ferious Directors 

A series of short LGBT videos focusing on a 
variety of music, from the Michigan 
Womyn’s Festival to hip-hop and classical 
piano. A re-presentation from NewFest 
2004. BAM, 30 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, 
718-6364100 / www.bam.org 


E-mail events to: 
indymediaevents@yahoo.com 


212-998-2428 

6:30-9:00pm • Price of admission: One Book 
Housing Works Used Book Cafe: Fighting 
AIDS, One Book At A Time 
Fall Book and Gin Mingle Housing Works Used 
Book Cafe 

126 Crosby Street (between Houston & Prince) 

8:30pm • General $15 / Students: $10 
UND JETZT / AND NOW 
(thru 11/13 at 8:30pm and 11/14 at 6pm) 
Playwright and director Sabine Harbeke 
weaves material from interviews with New 
Yorkers after 9/11 that captures the subtle 
changes to the way we live, think and work. 

In English and German. 57 Rockwell PI. 2nd 
ft, Near Fulton St. 

http://www.bricstudio.org/ bricstudio 

THURSDAY NOV 11TH 

1- 2pm • Free, call for reservations 
Human Rights Approach to Poverty 
Reduction in India and Bolivia 
Human Strategies for Human Rights. Report 
from the field presents the challenges, 
opportunities, and resource needs con¬ 
fronting civil society organizations and 
grassroots NGOs in rural India and Bolivia. 
Part of the Thursday Brown Bag series. 
Center for Global Affairs, Woolworth Building, 
15 Barclay St. - btw. Broadway & Church St., 
1-212-992-8380 

4:30-6pm Discussion • Free 

Public Talks/ Private Thoughts: Scholars 
Respond to ‘Creating Their Own Image' 

A symposium on the art and image of Black 
women. This discussion is presented in 



SPECIAL OFFER!! 

4 more years! 
One low price! 

SUBSCRIBE TO DAY 

just $99 until N ovember 2008 to stay on top 
of the news and the movement for global justice. 

□ Sill me DC heck enclosed 


l\l a me 
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Subscription rate: $27/year (23 issues) SPECIAL 4 years for $99! M ake checks payable to the N YC 
IMC Print Team and send to: 34 East 29th St, 2nd Floor, N ew York, NY 10016. Or for even faster serv¬ 
ice email your address to indysubs@yahoo.com and we will begin your subscription rightaway! 




















